principles of treatment. A reference to the structure of the antrum, would appear to be sufficient to point out the improbability, to say the least, of the occurrence of abscess in such a situation.
That a mucous membrane covering in a thin layer, the whole internal surface of such a cavity, should become the seat of all the consecutive steps of true abscess, is a statement bearing on the face of it an obvious absurdity. The disease is in fact nothing more than an altered secretion of the membrane.
This opinion of Mr. Bell, is surely as erroneous as any that has ever been advanced upon the subject. A mere glance at the origin of the disease will satisfy, 1 think, the most superficial observer, that it is in the strictest sense of the word, abscess, and must be considered as perfectly indentical with alveolar abscess, proceeding from the same cause, the progress and development of both being the same.
The abscess of the antrum and of the alveolus both originate in the formation of pus in the internal cavity of a tooth. Whenever the nerve of a tooth becomes nearly exposed by caries, fracture, or other causes, it is subjected to much irritation and consequent inflammation, which sooner or later runs into excess, and suppuration of the nerve and vessels is the consequence. When matter is thus formed, if it cannot escape through an opening in the crown of the tooth it will immediately commence oozing out at the foramen of the fang, and effuse itself around and between the point of the root, and the bottom of the alveolar cell. The matter now is rapidly secreted, and soon finds its way through the thin- From the situation and structure of the antrum, it is indispensably necessary whenever it becomes diseased to make an opening into its cavity. The size of the opening should always be made with a strict reference to the state of the disease.
The first stage of Abscess.?During the formation of an abscess, and when the patient is subject to pain in the jaw followed by an increased discharge, and the character of that discharge is healthy and well digested pus, a perforation into the antrum of such dimensions as to suffer the matter to escape freely, will be sufficiently large.
The method of opening the antrum in such cases, is after this manner.
The tooth which from all the circumstances appears most probably to have caused the disease, should be extracted and a perforation large enough to admit a common quill, made into the antrum through that alveolar cell in which the fang most diseased was situated. In the next number of the Journal, I will offer a few obervations on "muco-purulent secretion," of the antrum, and show the difference between this disease and abscess of this cavity.
